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AUSTRO-RUSSIAN BALKAN AGREEMENT.
1897-
Despatch from the Austrian Government to the Ambassador in
St. Petersburg containing the Agreement reached, between
Austria-Hungary and Russia in regard to Balkan affairs.
Vienna, May 8, 1897.
Copy
of a secret despatch to Prince Liechtenstein at St. Petersburg, dated Vienna, May 8, 1897.
On my return from St. Petersburg it seems to me useful to set down in a short summary the cardinal points of the understanding which has so happily resulted from the exchange of views and ideas which I have had with Count Mouravieff and of which the conclusions have been ratified by Their Majesties the Emperor and King, our August Master, and the Emperor Nicholas.
The conference which the two Sovereigns, accompanied by Their Ministers of Foreign Affairs, held at the Winter Palace has had for its practical result the establishment of a common line of conduct in the affairs of the Orient, which, while taking account of the security and of the vital interests of the two Empires, and while eliminating the danger of a rivalry disastrous to the peace of Europe on the seething soil of the Balkan Peninsula, permits us now and henceforward to view with more calm and quiet the political complications which, at a given moment, may present themselves in our immediate neighborhood.
Based on a principle of reciprocal confidence and loyalty, this understanding includes all the elements necessary to an efficacious cooperation; and thus understood, as I have every reason to believe it is, by the two Cabinets, it offers at the same time solid guaranties for the pacific solution of the Oriental problem.